






Pane l at F r i e n d s A n n u a l E v e n t S h a r e s L i b r a r y ' s H i s t o r y

T h e F r i e n d s A n n u a l E v e n t inc luded

a panel discussion wi th Thomas Balch

L ibrary Adv iso ry Commiss ion cha i rman

Jim Hershman, James Roberts, and

W y n n e Saffer, opposite, left to right.

Ron Rust served as the moderator .

Hershman talked about T h o m a s Balch,

the Library?s namesake, and the1922

construct ion o f the L ibrary . Rust, who

was inst rumenta l in developing an

endowment f o r the L ib ra ry , described

how the L i b r a r y or ig inal ly was funded

by pa id subscript ion.

James P. Roberts, an Af r i can Amer i can histor ian who

grew up in Leesburg, recal led how he and his fr iends P i o
wou ld play on the Library?s front lawn but not be allowed

to go inside and check out a book. O n l y wi th the

construct ion o f Douglass H i g h School, a segregated

school, d i d Blacks in Leesburg have access toa l ibrary.

W y n n e Saffer presented a b r i e f history o f the creation o f

the L o u d o u n Coun t y l i b ra ry system in the early 1970s

and how the town o f Leesburg acquired the T h o m a s

Balch L ib ra ry f r o m the County .

The event c o n t r i b u t e d $12,000 to the endowment,
which helps to fund Library programs. The Friends give

heartfelt thanks to hostsJulie and Steve Chapin, and to
sponsorsJ e f f and Laura Bolyard, W. Perry Epes, Judy
and Chris Gerow, Rosalie and LewisLeigh, Jr., Jim and

Mary GraceLucier, James and Martha Marks, Judy
Kozacik, George Webber, and Suzanne and Travis
Worsham?Riverside on the Potomac. The Friends thank

Rochelle Myers Catering and also Tuscarora Mil l
Restaurant for three $100 gift certificates for this year?s

raffle.

Photos clockwisef rom top: (1) Panelists Fim Hershman, James

Roberts, Wynne Saffer, (2) Suzi Worsham, Susan Webber,

Rosalie Leigh, (3) Alexandra Gressitt, Library Director, and (4, at

left) Lewis Leigh, Fr., Susan Webber, and Ron Rust. Among the

otherguests were Eugene and Annette Scheel, Travis Worsham,

Lori Kimball, Robert Patton, George Webber, Judy Kozacik, and

Don Cooper.
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Vi r tua l and In -Person P r o g r a m s & BHC N e w s

W h i l e T h o m a s B a l c h L i b r a r y has r e s u m e d i t s

p r e - p a n d e m i c h o u r s , unless otherwise noted, all

programs at the L ibrary wi l l be conducted on a

vir tual p la t fo rm through December 2021. Pre-

registration for all classes is required. Visit h t tps : / /

tunyur l .com/TBLEvents to sign up. In-person
lectures, tours, and seminars resume winter

2022.Thomas Balch Library's doors wi l l open again

soon and welcome you to in-person programs.

V I R T U A L

T h u r s d a y , 2 D e c e m b e r 2021, 1 0 A M

R e s e a r c h i n g U s i n g D e e d s

W y n n e Saffer, au tho r o f Loudoun County, Virginia 1860 Land

Tax Map, w i l l use a case study to demonstrate how to

establish cha in o f t i t le using deed indexes and other types

o f land ownership changes such as wills, marriages, old

advertisements, and chancery cases.

W e d n e s d a y , 15 D e c e m b e r 2021, 1 P M

A Q u i e t C a d e n c e ? M a r k T r e a n o r

M a r k Treanor?s first novel, A Quiet Cadence, the story o f a

young M a r i n e in combat and deal ing wi th its aftermath,

was publ ished by the Naval Institute Press in 2020. The

b o o k w o n the W i l l i a m E. Co lby Award as the best solo

w o r k o f f ic t ion or nonf ic t ion o f 2020 for making a majo r

con t r i bu t i on to mi l i ta ry history, intell igence operations or

in te rna t iona l affairs, as well as the Amer ican L ibrary

Association?s W . Y. Boyd award for the best mi l i ta ry

f i c t i on publ ished in 2020.

T h u r s d a y , 3 February 2022, 10AM

A f r i c a n Amer i can Genealogy

Steve Hammond and Lori Kimball will use case studies

and examples from their research. Kimball, a member of
the Black History Committee of Friends o f Thomas Balch
Library, co-researcher o f the Enslaved Community o f

President James Monroe, and researcher o f the enslaved
community at Oatlands, will discuss use o f online
resources, resources available at Thomas Balch Library,

Loudoun County Courthouse, and repositories
throughout the country. Hammond,a 7th generation
member of the Syphax family o f Washington, DC, will
share his efforts to make the field of genealogy more
relevant and interesting to a wider Black audience.

I N P E R S O N

Sunday, 9January 2022, 2PM

F r i e n d s o f T h o m a s B a l c h L i b r a r y A n n u a l

M e e t i n g

Friends o f the T h o m a s Ba lch L i b r a r y wi l l ho ld its 26 th

A n n u a l M e e t i n g and Elect ion o f D i rec to rs on Sunday ,

January 9, 2022 at T h o m a s Balch L i b r a r y beg inn ing at

2 PM. This year?s program will be ?Oral History Series:

Interview with Wynne Saffer? presented by Patty Renner-

Rogers, Sarah Huntington, and Rich Gillespie. The

snow/ice make-up date will be Sunday, January 23, 2022.

Black H i s t o r y C o m m i t t e e U p d a t e

BHC Chair Donna Bohanon shared this update on
the Committee's recent activities:
* Jackie Branch represented the B H C on the

Loudoun Coun t y Public Schools N a m i n g Commi t tee

established by the LCPS and tasked wi th naming an

Al ternat ive School located in Sterling. The selected

and approved name is W i l l i a m Obed iah Robey,

A f r i can Amer i can blacksmith, schoolteacher, and

minister who lived in L o u d o u n County .

*James Roberts is the B H C representative on the

Douglass A l u m n i Commemora t i ve Commi t tee

established by the LPSC and School Board to

determine remodel ing and commemora t ion o f the

historic Afr ican Amer i can H i g h School located in

Leesburg. Meetings are ongoing.
* On June 19, Bohanon represented the BHC and
the Heritage Commission atthe Juneteenth
Celebration at Claude Moore Park.
* On June 26, BHC members Lori Kimball, Mike
Napper, Phyllis Cook-Taylor, Donna Bohanon, and
Shannon Fuller represented the BHC at the Virginia
Piedmont Heritage Area Association Anniversary
Event at Goose Creek Bridge.
* Martha Mason Semmes joined Cook-Taylor,
Kimball, and Bohanon to represent the BHC at the
Middleburg Sporting Library concert on August 27.
* Members Larry and Jackie Branch and Donna
Bohanon represented the BHC at the 2021

Sterlingfest on October 9.

* BHC cosponsored the N O V A Parks ~ Aldie Mil l

and Loudoun County Public Libraries program

featuring Dr. Deborah Lee, founding member of the

BHC. Dr. Lee?s program discussed the Loudoun

freedom seeker Daniel Dangerfield.
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