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Black History Committee Welcomes National Museum of African
American History & Culture’s John Franklin to Thomas Balch Library

On Sunday October 21, 2018 at 2 p.m., John W. Franklin, the
distinguished cultural historian and head of external affairs at the
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and
Culture (NMAAHCQ), will discuss the museum's and libraries' roles
in researching African American genealogy. Franklin brings his
personal experience to the subject, including stories of how his
father, world-renowned historian John Hope Franklin, overcame

obstacles in conductng research in segregated libraries.

Franklin received his bachelor’s degree in anthropology

from Stanford University with a focus on French-speaking West

African and Caribbean societies. He later did graduate work at
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies on
African development issues. Prior to joining the National Museum
of African American History and Culture, he served as a program
manacer and curator with the Smithsonian Center for Folklife and
Cultural Heritage where his responsibilities included curating the

annual Smithsonian Folklife Festival’s programming.

As a program specialist in the Smithsonian Office of Inter-

disciplinary Studies, he organized numerous conferences, including
Black Francophone Presence in the U.S, African Americans and ——
the Evolution of the Living Constitution, African Immigration, John W. Frankiin

West Africa Research and Human Rights, and Scientific Progress and Cultural Diversity.

Did you know these Loudoun artifacts are on display at the NMAAHC?

| The flowered skirt, far left, belonged to
Lucy Lee Shirley, born enslaved in Leesburg,

| Virginia, in 1854. On the left is the hand-

| made tin carrying box with the freedom

| papers of Joseph Trammell of Loudoun

| County. It was a gift of the late Elaine E.
Thompson, a Trammell descendent and BHC
founding member. Both are displayed in the

museum's “Slavery and Freedom" exhibition.

See pages 4 and 5 for photos from the annual Friends event at Murray Hill
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News From the Director's Desk

In 2016 Thomas Balcl, L
received the correspondence s ;
Dr. Armistead Randolph Mog i '
wife, Virginia Bentley MOtt,(:-: il
their friends and family,

Comprising more than 500 |
dating from 1840 to 1900, this
correspondence includes detaileq
descriptions of life in Loudoyy
County prior to, during, ang after
the Civil War. The Motts lived a
Rokeby, and their network of
correspondents extended
throughout Loudoun County intg
all parts of Virginia and
neighboring states.

Ndrd S* Gressitt The library received a grant of
exandre A N

$5.,000 from Loudoun Library

Foundation to assist with the processing of this collection.

« In April we hosted our annual Volunteer Recognition Luncheon. This is
always a wonderful opportunity for staff and volunteers to mingle and share
information.

« Four of our part-time staff obtained full-time positions. Barbara Hughes
accepted a position in Fairfax; Christy Toms
accepted a position as digital archivist at the
Stark Center, University of Texas—Austin;
Keelia McCaffrey is now a youth librarian in
Ohio, and Travis Shaw is now public
programs coordinator at Mosby Heritage
Area. While both Christy and Keelia have
moved out of the area, Travis will still be with
us on Tuesday evenings. Mary Frye, retired
executive associate for former town manager
John Wells, has joined us as office manager.

Travis Shaw

* Thomas Balch Library hosted the Virginia caucus meeting of the Mid
Atlantic Regional Archives Conference in June. This event drew 40 archivists
f-mm across Virginia and southern Maryland who enjoyed hearing updates
from regional archives, a tour of the library, and the Charles A. Johnston
Collection walking tour of downtown Leesburg.

* F ollowing a r(-lalivc]y mild winter, we were hit with a late winter storn ¢
Mar‘ch. Our spring seminar had to be postponed. Rescheduled in May; o
seminar Genetic Genealogy: Understanding DNA Results with Shannon

( ,«)rpl>s~B(-nn('11 drew an enthusiastic crowci. We are planning on future
i;r:z::rs and anticipate they will be held in May to accommodate Mot
As we enter our hus

fall seas ; 1 visiting
Thomas Balch Library ang e o (OTAR 0 WEESEHERE

ary and exhibits or attending our programs.

: : ectol
~—Alexandra S. Grcssittw




Ending Slavery, Changing Lives

Polly McLean Remembers Lucile Jones
Sunday, September 23, 2018 at 2PM

Lucile Berkeley Buchanan Jones, born to freed slaves from the Oatlands
plantation in Loudoun ¢ «ounty, became the first African American woman
to graduate from the University of
Colorado when she received a_bachelor’ S
degree in 1918, Remembering Lucile depicts
the rise of the African American middle
class through the historical journey of
Lucile and her family from slavery in

northern Virginia to life in the West.

An associate professor in the Department
of Ethnic Studies at the University of R
Colorado, Boulder, Polly E. Bugros
McLean received a master’s degree from I_
Columbia University and a PhD from the Ty .
A VIRGINIA FAMILY s
University of Texas, Austin. She has been a AND<A LEGACY FO

visiting professor at the Unive rsity of Zambia and Howard University, as

olly E. Bugros MclLean

well as a Fulbright Scholar at the Unive >rsity of Namibia.

The Civil War Through the Eyes of a Privileged White Southern Teen

Sunday, December 2, 2018 at 2PM the war, family pets, and a wide
The War Outside My Window, edited by The V Var OutSlde variety of hobbies. His writing sheds

Janet Elizabeth Croon, captures the My Window light o life for a nl(—'rnlx"r ni. X cially
spirit and character of a privileged white g 1 promunent and wealthy family in

8 v . The Civil War / i z ; Acturi
teenager who witnessed the dissolution LeRoy Wiley Gres! DTS’Go-:%; Macon, an important manufacturing

. . . . center for the South. Gresham’s own
ol slavery in America and the end of the o

slow and painful death mirrored that

reign of white slaveholders. j . ;
of the demise of the Confederacy.

LeRoy Wiley Gresham was born in
1847 to an aflluent slaveholding family
in Macon, Georgia. As a child he

'} Janet E. Croon recently retired from
teaching advanced high school history
in Fairfax County, Virginia. She holds

suffered a horrific leg injury that lefi ; y . 3
: R £y B R a bachelor’s degree in political science,
him an invalid. Educated, inquisitive, g : ;
modern European history, and
AWWJ&WJ&WWN p . - 2§ hrtcamemat der
S TR e ey Russian language from the Unive rsity

and exceptionally witty, the 12-year-old
began keeping a diary in 1860 just as TR . v .
\ e : of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a
secession and civil war began tearing the EDITED BY JANET ELIZABETH CROON

. master’s degree in international studies
country and his world apart.

from the University of Dayton. She
He wrote daily for five years, putting pen to paper with a taught international baccalaureate history for two decades
vim and tongue-in-cheek vigor that continues to impress and developed a deep interest in the Civil War by ving
more than 150 years later. His practical, philosophical, in Virginia.
and occasionally Twain-like observations cover politics,
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Friends Gather at Murray Hill on the Potomac for Annual Event

.

\.

Just in time for the Friends of Thomas Balch
Library's annual event on September 16, 2018, the
sun broke through cloudy skies, giving lucky guests a
delightful afternoon at the historic Murray Hill estate of
hosts Peggy and John Rust. Overlooking the Potomac
River, the 18th century-style home built by the owner's
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Stirling Murray Rust,

( YA _ op jic Bill e and Dr. 1){}!1(«'/(4’ (.‘(/U/)t'l'. /l)}i\'z'([('/1/
Hill owners John and Pegg wth the property’s chain of title;

Peggy Fera; hacey Young, Friends vic

Thomas Balch 1 ldvesory Commission.

e president; Ro 0o £ g
president; Ron and Barbara Campbell. He is Leesburg Town Council representative o

provided a beautiful backdrop for the occasion featuriy

delicious food from Savoir Fare and compelling fooq for

thought from historian Richard T. (Hllospi('. He shareg

stories of the early days of the Civil War at this strategjc

location on the Virginia—Confederate—side of ihe

Potomac just a stone's throw from the shore
the United States of America.

of ‘\Iar.\,land

ST

S

of the Friends, right, present the event's hosts and Murray
board member Mildred Anne Daye, left, and Susan Webber;




h'i;m top: Rich Gillespie shares stories of pre- and early Civil

War actwity along the Potomac near Murray Hill; above e

center, historian Wynne Saffer with Patty and C.M. Puggott; :

above, Jim Hershman, president of Thomas Balch Library
sory Board, left, with Friends of Thomas Balch Library

board member Jim Lucter.

4 amn

Top, the Patton family--Alexandra, left, Landey, and CiC1,; aboue,
Suzi and Travis Worsham, who hosted the 2017 Friends event at

their home. Riverside on the Polomac.
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